to mutter: to say
something quietly

tangle: a knot;
a mess; a bunch
of things mixed
together

porch: something
that sticks out from
the front of a house
like a room outside
with no walls

“plunked down”:
put down, set down

workshop: a special
place where you

go to work or build
things

supplies: things
you use to make
something

base: the bottom
of something

to slip: to move,
fall, come off

rim: the top edge
of something,
the outside of
something

to remove: to take
off, take away
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