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Something in the Closet 

 

Dax sat up in bed. He heard a scratching sound from the closet. “Dad!” 

he yelled. 

Dad came to Dax’s room. He did a closet search. “Nothing here, bud,” he 

said. “Try to get some sleep.” 

But Dax couldn’t sleep. He was sure there was something in the closet. 

He listened hard. The scratching had stopped.  

Dax tried to relax. But now he saw shadows. They were coming out 

from the bottom of the closet. 

“Dad!” Dax yelled. Dad came to Dax’s room. Again. He did a closet 

search. Again. 

“Still nothing,” he said.  

But Dax didn’t believe it was nothing. It was something for sure. Now 

there was a knocking. Thump. Thump. Thump. 

“Dad!” Dax yelled. But Dad didn’t come. Dax could hear him snoring. 

Dax wondered if he should get out of bed and wake up Dad. But he really 

didn’t want to get out of bed. 

Thump. Thump. Thump.  

“Dad!”  
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Dad wasn’t coming. Dax decided to be brave. He got out of bed. He 

went to the closet. He opened the door. 

In the morning, Dad came to wake up Dax. But Dax was not in his bed. 

“Dax!” yelled Dad. 

From the closet, he heard a sound. Thump. Thump. Thump. 
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NAME: _____________________________________ DATE: _______________ 

1. What was the FIRST thing that Dax noticed about the closet? 

a. Shadows 

b. Knocking 

c. Scratching 

d. Thumping 

 

2. How many times did Dad do a closet search? 

a. 1 

b. 2 

c. 3 

d. 4 

 

3. What did Dad find in the closet? 

a. Nothing 

b. A monster 

c. Dax 

d. An animal 

 

4. Why did Dad yell “Dax!”? 

a. Because he was thought there was something in the closet 

b. Because he was angry with Dax 

c. Because he wanted to scare Dax 

d. Because he wanted to find Dax 
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Instructions for teachers: 

These questions can be used to assess understanding of the reading passage. 

The item in bold is the correct answer for each question. 

1. What was the FIRST thing that Dax noticed about the closet? 

a. Shadows 

b. Knocking 

c. Scratching 

d. Thumping 

2. How many times did Dad do a closet search? 

a. 1 

b. 2 

c. 3 

d. 4 

3. What did Dad find in the closet? 

a. Nothing 

b. A monster 

c. Dax 

d. An animal 

4. Why did Dad yell “Dax!”? 

a. Because he was thought there was something in the closet 

b. Because he was angry with Dax 

c. Because he wanted to scare Dax 

d. Because he wanted to find Dax 

 


