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The Mortifying Mud Puddle

Evelyn ran ahead of the group as they walked into school from the bus.
She couldn’t wait to show Lara her new skirt. They had gone shopping
together over the weekend and had agreed to wear their purchases today.

As Evelyn went down the small hill to the building, she slipped. She fell
on her bottom. She landed right in the middle of a giant, wet, sloppy, mud
puddle.

Evelyn’s new skirt was covered in icky, brown mud. It had splashed on
her sweater and all over her backpack. Her socks and shoes were a mess.

Worst of all, the group walking behind her had seen the whole thing.
Evelyn was embarrassed. No, she felt even worse than embarrassed. Evelyn
was mortified. She was humiliated. She wanted to cry.

“Are you ok?” one of the kids called to her.

“Are you hurt?” asked another.

Evelyn was too embarrassed to answer. But she knew she needed to
say something.

“I'm fine,” she said quietly. Her body wasn’t hurt, even if her pride was.

Someone stopped to help her get up. Someone else gave her tissues

from their bag. The tissues were no match for the mud.
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Evelyn made her way inside. Her cheeks were burning from
embarrassment. She looked for Lara. She knew Lara would help her clean up

in the bathroom. And what a story she would have to share!
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NAME: DATE:

1. Where was Evelyn going?
. Home

a
b. Shopping

0

To a party

o

To school

2. Why were Evelyn’s cheeks burning?
a. It was hot outside
b. She had a fever
c. She was embarrassed

d. Her sweater was too warm

3. How did the other students treat Evelyn?
a. They laughed at her
b. They were kind to her

0

They teased her

o

They ignored her

4. What made Evelyn’s slip so upsetting?
a. A lot of people saw her fall
b. She ruined her new skirt

She fell in mud

All of the above

o o
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Instructions for teachers:
These questions can be used to assess understanding of the reading passage.
The item in bold is the correct answer for each question.

1. Where was Evelyn going?
a. Home
b. Shopping
c. To a party
d. To school
2. Why were Evelyn’s cheeks burning?
a. It was hot outside
b. She had a fever
c. She was embarrassed
d. Her sweater was too warm
3. How did the other students treat Evelyn?
a. They laughed at her
b. They were kind to her
c. They teased her
d. They ignored her
4. What made Evelyn’s slip so upsetting?
a. A lot of people saw her fall
b. She ruined her new skirt
c. She fell in mud
d. All of the above
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